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The notion of the American Dream generally carries a familiarity with the words hope, happiness, but most of all freedom.  The American Dream correlates with Thomas Jefferson’s famous words from the Declaration of Independence, “Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”  The American Dream is a picture framed on the walls of capitalistic Americans, the very same walls that border the rooms of prosperity and fulfillment.  The walls that are attached to the windows of hope, these windows are symmetrically separated from the door of opportunity.  Now for one moment constrict your mesmerized eyes away and ask yourself, who maintains this beautiful house?  The answer to such a simple question deserves a simple answer, illegal Mexican immigrants.  But of course that is not what your textbooks in middle school government classes told you.  They told you “the ideals of freedom, equality, and opportunity traditionally held to be available to every American” (Random House Dictionary).  And of course this is a mere summary to where this concept has been originated from.  The original termed concept of the American Dream constitutes back to 1931, when James Truslow Adams wrote the book The Epic of America.  James Adams said that the American Dream is “that dream of a land in which life should be better and richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each according to ability or achievement.  It is a difficult dream for the European upper classes to interpret adequately, and too many of us ourselves have grown weary and mistrustful of it.  It is not a dream of motor cars and high wages merely, but a dream of social order in which each man and each woman shall be able to attain to the fullest stature of which they are innately capable, and be recognized by others for what they are, regardless of the fortuitous circumstances of birth or position.” Our textbooks preach the brilliance of our founding fathers and their vision for freedom for all Americans.  This however was not the case, although none of us can really depict the intentions of our founding fathers, we can agree somewhere along the way greedy bigots robbed and hijacked this concept and twisted it to fit a regressive, discriminative one; one that doesn’t allow any minorities or lower class citizens as a whole an opportunity to reach equivalent social status.  These upper class white citizens have sheltered there status away from the rest of the world, they have blocked all admissions to it and locked all doors of opportunity.  The invisible ceiling has been installed and has been there even longer than the word or notion American Dream has been uttered of any deceiver’s lips.


James Truslow Adams was an American writer and historian.  He came from a wealthy family and a few investments sustained him to become a writer.  Adams has written quite a few important and popular literature pieces, but perhaps the one that withstood time is The Epic of America.  This book spoke about how our nation has formed and where it is headed, but more specifically on the American Dream perspective.  It spoke about the hard work and diligence the population as a whole has transformed and it’s rerouting back to the principles of our founding fathers era.  However, if you look back on the date it was written, you will notice a couple of years before was the 1929 stock market crash.  This crash took down everybody with it, whether they invested (majority did at the time,) or not.  In the year 1931 historians will tell you our nation was in a depression, in fact it is now known as the Great Depression.  So go ahead and ask yourself, could this have been just a mere plot at instilling positivity into the broken hearts of the nation?  Perhaps what he was saying didn’t fit the years he wrote it about.  Nonetheless, somewhere along the lines of this so called American Dream, racist, bigots saw a hidden concept that could hijack the American Dream.  The American Dream has been promised to all immigrants; after all, it is generally the reason why they have migrated to the U.S.  However, the American Dream has not turned out to be the Dream they have envisioned.  In fact all they can attribute the American Dream is falsehood, emotional wreckage, and disdained feelings.  Minorities stood no chance at the American Dream

The first immigrants to the United States were Irish; they came in the mid 1800’s.  The Ireland descendants came to the “land of the free” because they heard the promised calls of equality of religion and freedom.  Irish people were generally farmers, and although they could grow back in their homeland, the United Kingdoms government had stricken down on them and reaped almost all profits leaving the Irish immensely poor.  The promised American Dream was no different, although it was unconstitutional to discriminate based upon religion, American Protestants relentlessly tortured the Irish.  “The discrimination was severe as Irish immigrants were not hired for jobs and were discriminated in several ways, which forced them to undertake dangerous jobs like building bridges, coal mines, canals, etc. The Americans violated many human rights of the Irish emigrants just because they shared a different belief than the Americans” (www.truth-it.net).  So if the Irish weren’t being hired for jobs, how could they afford to pay for property, for automobiles, for designer products for their children?  They couldn’t, religious prejudice practiced in a country that preached the very opposite had shot down any dream for the Irish, let alone the American Dream.  This racial prejudice was not a fluke, it was intended, it was driven by men whom understood they did not want to share any of their profits, or freedoms to any immigrants.


Another minority that has been well known to have been put into torture and suffering for centuries is African Americans.  Now to be fair the Africans who migrated to the United States were never promised anything, except for suffering and inhumane treatment.  But what about after slavery was abolished?  No, Abraham Lincoln so eloquently put it in his last debate against Stephen Douglas “I think the authors of that notable instrument (Declaration of Independence) intended to include all men, but they did not intend to declare all men equal in all respects. They did not mean to say that all men were equal in color, size, intellect, moral development, or social capacity.”  So be it, as we all have learned African Americans had to still wait for their everlasting, prolonged human rights.  As we all know real change didn’t begin to occur until the mid 70’s, but even today one can make the argument that African Americans do not have the same tools to follow the American Dream as their white counterparts.  Detroit public schools is a great exemplar for this, teachers over-worked yet underpaid creating disinterest in the future of their students, schools closing left and right due to lack of funds.  But if you take a stroll down Birmingham Seaholm High School, you will be mesmerized by the beauty and size and materials inside.

The date December 7th, 1941 should light up some memory muscles in your brain.  This is because this date was the day Pearl Harbor was attacked by the Japanese.  The “Japs” had attacked us and so now we had the right to strike back, right?  But wait!  What if the Japanese immigrants that have been living here in our homeland were actually secret agents for the “Japs” back home?  We should throw them into concentration camps, err, I mean let’s put them in family facilities or something like that.  These were not the exact words of the American people, but they certainly get the point across.  In fact there were executive orders allowing such open discrimination.  “In February 1942, Lt. Gen. John L. DeWitt, Commanding General of the Western Defense Command, requested authorization from Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson to evacuate "Japanese and other subversive persons" from the West Coast area.  On February 19, President Franklin Roosevelt signed Executive Order No. 9066 authorizing the Secretary of War or any military commander to establish "military areas" and to exclude from them "any or all persons.  A month later, President Roosevelt signed Executive Order No. 9102 establishing the War Relocation Authority, which eventually operated the internment camps.  Roosevelt named Milton Eisenhower, brother of the future president, to head the WRA.  Without a murmur of dissent, the Congress quickly affirmed Executive Order 9066 with the passage of Public Law 77-503.  Beginning in March, the Army organized the evacuation of some 77 000 U.S. citizens of Japanese origin ("Nisei") and 43 000 mostly older Japanese citizens ("Issei") from California and parts of Washington, Oregon and Arizona.” (www.ihr.org)  Japanese community leaders were taken first, whether religious leaders or work union leaders.  This destroyed the communities, no one stood a chance to live the “American Dream” they had migrated for.  Yet again, another simple portrayal of how the American Dream shows no respect for a minority.

More recently one can see another parallel story; 9 years ago the World Trade Center in New York, NY had been destroyed by two hijacked planes.  As we all now know the hijackers of these planes were Muslim, some were of Arab decent, and others were of Pakistani.  Ever since American people have taken a new perspective on Muslims, perhaps even you.  As to fit the stereotype, my family owns a Gas station, but since 2001 our station has been hurting in the profit sense.  It wasn’t due to the recession, yet, it was because a many of racist prejudiced local Americans decided it is better not to spend our money in places owned by “Terrorists.”  Of course like previously described, one cannot just earn the American Dream through hard work, one needs money, and so another example of how society has racially segregated an ethnic group, hurting their chances at a fair opportunity at the American Dream.

Perhaps the greatest blocking of an ethnic groups attempt at the American Dream is that of Mexican immigrants.  As a whole the average Mexican community works servicing others, whether proving maid services or lawn care, it is easy to understand that these jobs are not the greatest medium to earn money.  These jobs are hard labor and take a toll on a human being, and so the expectations of the American Dream for these people isn’t the same the white man working with his white collar; the white man wants big sunglasses around his blonde trophy wife’s face so that the sun on the beach won’t hurt her, so that the sun doesn’t glare into her eyes through the water while cruising on their speed boat.  No, the general consensus of the Mexican immigrants American Dream lies within a modest home capable of sheltering their three children who desperately want to do well in school but don’t see it as a reality since they have to be sheltered by the Mexican gangs in high school, because the media told white high school bullies these Mexicans are illegal immigrants.  Take a look at Arizona today, perhaps the most radical in bigotry, not only do they segregate themselves away from the Mexicans, they have started to pass unconstitutional laws allowing racial prejudice amongst them. This is disproving the “equal opportunity at the American Dream” James Truslow Adams preached.


The counter argument to such an emotional essay has only one point.  The foolish point is to state that there are many members of minorities that have earned the American Dream at its fullest.  I say to this of course, they have to be there; otherwise it would be clear to the very most ignorant of men that there are social and economical barriers between the white upper class and the minorities.  Besides, this is not my point, I’m not crying that there are no successful immigrants, what I’m trying to get across is that the system makes it much harder for the minorities to earn the same as the white Americans.  Another point the counterparts would state is that not all white people are rich, as a matter of fact most are not.  But this again can be disproved by my previous statement; it is harder for the minorities.

In conclusion to my statements, I wish to put yet another perspective to the American Dream; in order for someone to dream, they need to be asleep.  This is the case for minorities, because they have such a small chance at becoming upper middle class or higher.  The American Dream has been fabricated from the very start to only fit that of the greedy, bigots who seized control of the country during dark times.  As a nation we must change this and remove all segregation, not just the ones that are clear, but we must acknowledge the existing racial issues in order for ALL Americans to have an equal opportunity at the American Dream.
